


ted is something that happens simultaneously to all th
lidn‘,gmi the Individual Talent, Eliot says: “T%e existin;
emselves which is modified by the introduction of the
1g order is complete before the new work arrives, and so
h work of art toward the whole are re-adjusted, and this is

the new.” This means that “the past should be altered by the
irected by past.”

unconscious cultivation of the sense of tradition is very important both
The poet, according to Eliot, must consciously try to make his work
ﬂ ore important unit than itself, namely the whole literature of Europe to
ition and the Individual Talent, he says: “What is to be insisted upon is
evelop or procure the consciousness of the past and that should continue to
usness throughout his career.” The conscious cultivation of the sense of
i for the critic. In the Introduction to The Sacred Wood Eliot writes,
itic to preserve tradition — where a good tradition exists. It is part
teadily and to see it whole, but this is eminently to see it not as
yond time, to see the best work of our time and the best work of
vith the same eyes.”® The chief tools of the critic are analysis and
se them to full effect in the background of the standard and the pattern
ast. Thus a thorough knowledge of the past is very essential for the right

cidates his theory by examining first the relation of the poet to the past,
elation of the poem to its author. The past, says Eliot, is never dead; it lives in
present. oet, no artist of any sort, has his complete meaning alone. His significance, his
reciation is the appreciation of his relation to the dead poets and artists. You cannot value him
ust set him, for contrast and comparison, among the dead.”’

‘Eliot is of the opinion that the poem has no relation to the poet. According to him the
process is a process of depersonalization, the artist’s continual surrender of himself as he is

“The progress of an artist is a continual self-sacrifice, a continual extinction of
ain he says: “The poet has not a personality to express, but a particular medium
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